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Public Safety and Individual Rights
Protecting the rights of citizens is a hard task. Law enforcement agencies are faced with several difficulties when it comes to this. It is an area of concern to many law enforcement agencies not only in the United States but also across the globe (Vitiello , 2012). There are many cases where we see security officers battle with citizens. A number of topics will be discussed in this paper.  They include how public safety and individual rights are related. The responsibilities of government officials, citizens and security personnel will be discussed. Practices or laws relating to search, corrections, seizures, and surveillance by police will be analyzed. There will be a comparison of laws relative to police brutality and private security. 
Individual privacy rights and laws relating to policy, procedures and privacy will be focused on. The United States of America upholds a representative democracy. This implies that the rules that the government sets have the interest of the citizens at heart. The rules are enforced in accordance to federal and state guidelines. The officials who have been elected are expected to uphold these laws and perform their duties accordingly. Taxes are paid so as to enable the government to operate effectively and boost the economy; there is existence of a variety of officials. They range from lower levels like that of a mayor to that of state governors and eventually to federal workers. All of these officials have a jurisdiction to exercise their powers and to exercise their duties. In the United States, the federal government is the one responsible for upholding the constitution. 
 According to the constitution, the government and officials represent the will of the people since we choose them to represent us. Governments have a role of bettering the society and bring order to ensure we live peacefully. They set rules that dictate the boundaries within which citizens should operate (Anderson and Gisborne, 2011 ). They punish the wrong doers and generally offer services to the citizens. These tasks are similar in all governments across the world. The government has established a court system where cases are heard and fair judgment given to parties involved. The Supreme Court, for example, hears cases that may pertain to the constitution.
 The government also has established copyright laws and patents that are intended to protect and promote ideas and invention. The government has also a unique obligation to print money which can be recognized by all. This is why each country across the globe enjoys their currency and the value of the money. They also have the responsibility of protecting citizens from imminent attack from state enemies. This includes the right to raise and maintain a military that can be used to protect citizens from threats both foreign and domestic.
 Citizens also enjoy a nationalized unit of weights and measures thanks to the role of the government. This helps to raise taxes to perform services and functions. Also, most state governments are modelled after the three branch system of government like the federal government. Each state also has their own constitution which defines how the government runs. There are also public safety organizations to ensure that safety comes first. These include law enforcement, fire and emergency medical services. The government must have power so as to be able to accomplish all these.  This power can however be dangerous on the people’s liberty. For the police to determine the person who committed a certain crime, they question suspects and look for evidence.  The powers of such law enforcers to arrest, inquire, and seek are unlimited. An effective system that is powerful needs to be therefore created by the national government. The powers must however not infringe the rights of citizens.
On the other hand, public safety and individual rights play a big role on private citizens. Individuals possess powers and privileges known as rights. We take these rights for granted not knowing that there are countries where they don’t exist. Individuals have a right to life, to be liberal and to own property( Laws of the United States of America , 2017). According to the founding fathers of the nation individual rights include freedom of speech, religion, assembly and press. This is why we have the Bill of Rights. Although the bill of rights does not grant people these rights however. It simply acts as a guarantee that the government will not break these rights. Having these rights does not mean we can do whatever we want. We have improved as a nation due to these rights. We can hence defend ourselves from oppressors due to this. Us citizens, we have the responsibility to protect our rights as well as that of the public interest.
We also need to appreciate that there are laws and practices that revolve around citizens, police and security personnel. These laws however are of concern on the issue of public rights and individual rights. When one thinks of surveillance, what might immediately come to mind are cameras in, banks, stores and restaurants? Just but a few that watch for someone that might do something bad. However, we might be surprised that every call you make every text you send and literally anything you perform of social media, the government has access to the information. In this age and era of technology, everything is under surveillance even if you think no one is seeing your actions. America is under 24 hour surveillance. What happens when an act of terrorism occurs? At this point, it is important to appreciate the role of surveillance in such scenarios. It would play an important role in tracking the perpetrators and even stopping the act and hence protecting the public. Law enforcers have also tightened laws and practices regarding search and seizure. Many people in the United States have found justice due to these practices in the country. Statistics in the United indicate that there are many robbery activities that happen in the U.S every day. These activities have left many people dead and others imprisoned. Because of the tight security measures, however, some of these activities have been minimized especially in states with a lot of violence. In other cases, law enforcers have seized property and hence saving a situation. In this area, the government has played a big role to curb the menace that goes on unnoticed in many communities (Platon and Bury , 2014). The perpetrators of these acts may be one or two individuals. But the people suffering the consequences of the perpetrators may be many. In this manner, the laws are important since they protect the interests of the greater public. The safety of the public is more important than a single individual. Even though these people have rights, the government ought to protect the rights of other more people who are victims of unnecessary actions.
Within the criminal justice system, the use of force draws much public scrutiny than any other form of action. Law enforcement officers and correction officers have the authority to use physical punishment while doing their job. The criminal justice system is however concerned by the degree and level to which these punishments are used. For two centuries now, the police have a bad history on police force. Former to the founding of standing law enforcement agencies, the public raised concerns on granting power and authority to what people feared would become another dictatorial force, and hence there has been mistrust between the society and those who have the mandate to protect them. Though the law enforcers have been given this authority to use force when necessary, the public has long been mistrustful of the abuse of this power. As the contemporary society is advancing and evolving. The public has a negative attitude towards crime and punishment as well as the methods used to enforce laws. The police on the other hand do not really intend to cause injuries to members of the public when applying force. They have good intentions of catching the criminals and bringing them to justice. In obvious circumstances, the criminals are expected to surrender and apprehend themselves to the police. This rarely happens. Hence officers must make fast split-second decision whether to apply force and just what force to employ. Different states have different laws regarding the use of force by the police. In the United States, the police make a decision on whether to employ force or not depending on the magnitude of the situation at hand. However, we have seen media reports of police brutality to citizens. Police take matters on their hands in some situation without taking into account an individual right. There should be a mutual co-existence between the two parties to ensure public safety first. 
There is a concept of right to privacy which entails that an individual’s information is kept safe and confidential. United States justice Louis Brandeis referred to it as “the right to be left alone.” Some protections are however provided by amendments. Statutory law protects the right of privacy( Smith, 2013). A person’s health information is protected by the Health Information Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), and enforced in various privacy policies and privacy statements by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). 
There needs to be a balance in the right to privacy against the state’s compelling interests, including the promotion of public safety and improving the quality of life. An individual has the right to determine the information about them that is shared.. Individual rights are very important despite the concern of protecting public concerns. In general, it is important to consider both individual rights and public safety concerns. With the changing and evolving world, safety cannot be compromised. At the same time, people’s rights are important. Therefore, there needs to be a balance in which a society where people and laws co-exist to ensure a better future generation.  
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